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ZuvtovioTi g tou Enterprise
Europe Network Hellas -EEN

To Aiktuo MNPA=H BonBa tig
EAANVLIKEG ETILXELPNOELG VOl
€VIOXVUOOUV TNV AVTOYWVLOTLKOTNTA
TOUG TTOPEXOVTAC OUUPBOUAEUTIKEG
UTINPEGLEG KalL UTTOOTAPLEN OTNV

Mool eiva ot Baoikol MUAWVEC pag

EOvVikO Znueio Emadng tou
Opilovta Eupwrnn — Horizon
Europe National Contact
Point

To Aiktuo MNPA=H eival EBviko
Inueio Emadng (EZE) yia ta
T(POYPOAULATA TAQLOLO TNG
Eupwmaikng Emttponng yia thv
€PELVA KOL TNV KOLLVOTOULQL,

padeio Metadopag
Texvoloyiag - TTO

Qg ypadeio petadopadg
texvoloyliag, to Aiktuo MNPA=H
OUMBAAAEL 0Tn oUVEEDN TNG
£PELVAG LE TNV AYOPA KOl TNV
afLloTolncn TWV EPEVVNTLKWY

€UpPECN KATAANAWY CUVEPYATWY amoteAwvtag enionuo dpopéa OTMOTEAECLATWV.
0TO £EWTEPLKO. EVNUEPWONG KOLL UTIOOTHPLENG
EAANVLIKWYV OPYAVIOLWV YLaL Th
OCULETO)XI) TOUG O€ QUTA.
To Enterprise Europe Network givat
T0 peyaAutepo Siktuo umooTApLEng EOvikd onpeio enadnc ya to Horizon Tpintuxo

ETUXELPNOEWV OTOV KOGHO Europe ‘Epeuva — Kawvotopio — Avantuén

npatn»
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EOvikO 2nueio Emadnc (EZE) tou Opifovta Evpwrmn —

Horizon Europe National Contact Point (NCP)

Kuplog PoAog twv EZE

YrootnpEn oto €BVIKO 0LKOGUOTNUA WOTE VO LEYLOTOTIOL)COUV & BEATLOTOMOLOOUV TNV CUUHETOXN

TwvV evlladepopévwy otov Opilovta Eupwrn, pue Baon tnv dtadavela, apepoinia Kat

npooBaocipotnta.

Ynnpeoieg

O NAnpoddpnon & Evnpuépwon: Alopyavwon info-days, Stapolpacpog eyypadwv Kal mpowbnon
guUKalplwyv xpnuatodotnong, brokerage events péow twv NCP €pywv.

U KaBodnynon & Eknaidsuon: avalitnon cuvepyactwy, kaBodnynon otnv dtadikacio tng
UTtOBOANRG TNG MPOTAONCG, CUMUOPDWON LLE TOUC KAVOVEC, TIPOETILOKOTINON).

O Zuvepyaocia: cuvdeon pe evladepopeva pépn, mpowbnon Horizon Europe partnerships, emadr pe

Vv Eupwnaikn Emtponn kot toug EBvikoug Ekmpoowroud. .
npatn »
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The WIDERA Programme

HORIZON EUROPE EURATOM

aawen

| European Research Council ’
| Marie Sklodowska-Curie |
Research Infrastructures

| e European Innovation

U, G : Council

Inclusive Society :
+ Civil Security for Society R — :
e Rl
+ Climate, Energy & Mobility = sys

+ Food, Bioeconomy, Natural
Resources, Agriculture &
Environment

Joint Research Centre

-
-
-
.
-
-
-
-
-
.
.
-
-
.
.
.
-
-
-
-
.
.
-
-

Joint
Research
Center

Development
actions

* The European Institute of Innovation & Technology (EIT) is not part of the Specific Programme
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Which are the widening countries?

Widening Member States that qualify as coordinators:

Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czechia, Estonia, Greece, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania,
Malta, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia X

Map of Widening Countries

W EU MS widening Countries -
Associated countries to Horizon Europe with sithildr'R&l characteristic’s:

Outermost regions of Spain, Portugal, France
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Initial policy foundations

European Research Area (ERA)

is the ambition to create a single,
borderless market for research, innovation
and talents across the EU

pe

Four ERA Principles for Deeper
Integration

1. Prioritising investment and
reforms

2. Improving access to excellence

3. Translating R&l Results into the
economy

4. Deepening the ERA

Source: eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020DC
0628
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0628
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0628
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0628

How does it work?

* Geographical eligibility criteria
* Coordinator from widening countries

e Strategic collaboration with internationally leading
partner is required

e Coordination and Support Actions (CSA) with a
derogation for a limited research component

 |deal to pursue strategic (developmental)
objectives



Indicative types of Actions (for WP2025
and future orientations for 2026-2027)

Thematic orientation: Bottom-up (almost)
Funding rate: 100% (by vast majority)

At institutional level (Twinning, ERA Chairs, Hop-On
Facility, European Excellence Initiative)

* Talent circulation (ERA Fellows)
* Technology scale up (EIC Pre-Accelerator)
* Inclusiveness (Hop-on)

* Ecosystem level (European Excellence Initiative)
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Top performing countries

Country Participation Net EU Contribution
Totals 3.548 € 1.626.245.215,88
Germany 263 € 77.389.747,07
Greece 243 € 124.292.392,67
Portugal 220 € 139.658.863,82
Spain 220 € 75.690.234,50
Italy 201 € 49.576.026,81
France 185 €47.138.210,09
Belgium 153 €312.023.740,38
Czechia 152 €91.245.602,28
Netherlands 146 € 48.588.764,46
United Kingdom 113 €9.998.167,24
Turkiye 101 €31.100.683,90
Poland 98 € 84.356.377,30
Croatia 98 € 36.403.788,65
Cyprus 97 € 48.236.030,74
Serbia 88 € 36.601.210,99
Slovenia 85 €42.321.208,23
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Greece

Net EU Contribution Total Cost Signed Grants Participation Unique Participants

138,5M 139M 164 293 152

Signed Grants/EU Contribution by field of science e X

engineering and technology 20
social sciences 20

medical and health sciences 15

|EuroSciVoe Level 1] ¥

L=

humanities 8

agricultural sciences 7
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Agricultural University of Athens (coord)

Top funded projects

Project Title Q, Project Acronym Q Net EU Contribution  Participation Topic Desc...
v

Totals €915.187,50 2
TRANSFORMING TALLHEDA £€530.125,60 1 European
ACCESS TO Excellence
EXCELLENCE WITH Initiative
stRengthening human REENFORCE € 38b.8662,50 1 ERATalents

capital and increasing the
excellencE of Widening-
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Agricultural University of Athens (part)

EU-CONEXUS ENABLES- EU-CONEXUS ENABLES £649.250,00 1 European
Promoting excellence Excellence
through innovative eco- Initiative
Alternative Proteins APRISE €324.343,75 1 ERATalents

Research and Innovation
Skills Enhancement

Increasing expertise in InPlasTwin € 220.060,00 1 Twinning Bottom-
micro- and nanoplastics Up
analysis through
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European Excellence Initiative
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* European Excellence Initiative

Addresses disparities in the performance of the European university sector. Raise
the overall level of excellence of research & valorisation undertaken in higher
education entities in EU University alliances and beyond. Centre of gravity in
widening countries (ERA Policy Action 13)

To whom? Open to any network or alliance of higher education institutions, such
as — but not limited to EU Universities alliances selected under Erasmus+

Objectives: Acceleration of institutional reforms through:

Consolidation of geographically inclusive alliances in research excellence &
valorisation

improvement of research career opportunities, assessment following COARA

Acquisition of transferable skills (IP, entrepreneurship), mainstream open
science, gender equality

Science - business links



* European Excellence Initiative (EEI): HORIZON-WIDERA-2025-01-
ACCESS-01

Type of action: Coordination and Support Action (non-research)
Deadlines: Opening: 8 May 2025 | Deadline: 20 November 2025
Budget per proposal: 2-5 mio euro | No of projects to funded: 27

Consortium: Representation by limited members of any network or alliance of
higher education institutions under Erasmus +. Entities outside an alliance may
participate to fulfil the objectives for industrial co-operation and connection to
regional innovation ecosystems.

Budget allocation:
- At least 51% of the budget to Widening countries

R&I projects to consolidate the partnership among the partners, not more
than 20% of the budget

Duration: up to 5 years
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e European Excellence Initiative (EEI): 4 Groups of activities

1. Institutional modernization and reforms

Improve research management and administration, modern research assessment practices
(COARA), promote interdisciplinarity

2. Upskilling research and non-research staff (technical-management)

Cross-sectoral staff exchange, including non-academic staff, capacity building on
IPR/entrepreneurship/access to finance, open science, communication

3. Development of research excellence

Develop strategic R&I agenda with the partners, share R&I capacities incl. infrastructures,
develop joint seed R&I project to test the partnership or explore new research strands

4. Digital transformation
Introduce data science and Al in science, feasibility studies for upgrading digital infrastructure
5. Outreach

Linkages with inspiring ecosystems including industry, engage with cities, regions and citizens,
development of internationalisation strategies and partnerships



* European Excellence Initiative

Call deadline: 20 November 2025

Budget per proposal: 2-5 mio euro | around 27 projects to be funded

Access previous projects: Funding & Tenders Portal

European Excellence Initiative

e ™
HORIZON-WIDERA-2023-ACCESS-03-01 | Call for proposal '\ﬁ Closed )
Opening date: 10 January 2023 | Deadline date: 12 April 2023 | Single-stage

Programme: Horizon Europe (HORIZON) | Type of action: HORIZON Coordination and Support Actions

Capacity building to strengthen networks of higher education institutions and cooperation with surrounding ecosystems p N
HORIZON-WIDERA-2021-ACCESS-05-01 | Call for proposal '\ﬁ C\Osed/'
Opening date: 29 June 2021 | Deadline date: 04 November 2021 | Single-stage

Programme: Horizon Europe (HORIZON) | Type of action: HORIZON Coordination and Support Actions
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=european%20excellence%20initiative&isExactMatch=true&status=31094503
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Twinning

Main aim: Enhance networking for excellence between the research institutions
(widening + EU internationally leading) through activities of knowledge transfer and
exchange of best practice

Overarching objectives

v' Stimulate scientific excellence and innovation capacity of coordinator

v Strengthen Research Management and Administration skills

v Strategic networking among the partners of the consortium

v' Raised reputation, research profile and attractiveness of the coordinating institution
Main activities

Soft activities: short-term staff exchanges, expert visits, on-site/virtual training, workshops,
conference attendance, joint summer schools, outreach activities preferably with
stakeholders of the quadruple helix

Research project
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Twinning : HORIZON-WIDERA-2023-ACCESS-02

Type of action: Coordination and Support Action (non-research)
Deadlines: To be announced in WP 2026-2027

Budget per proposal: 0.8 — 1.5 mio euro

Integration of a research component: 30% of the total grant
Number of projects funded in previous calls: around 100 per call
Two subtopics:

Sub-topic Twinning Bottom-Up: 80 % of the number of projects to be funded by each call
to be funded

Sub-topic top down (Green deal or other policy priorities): 20% of projects to be funded

Eligibility criteria
Coordinator: Research institutions from Widening countries

Partners: top-class leading counterparts at European Union level by linking it with at least
two research institutions from two different Member States or Associated Countries.
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Coordinators” Success Rate
Twinning: (1) Bottom-Up and (2) Green Deal: HORIZON-WIDERA-2023-

ACCESS-02
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60 i
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Q0 === .— l- I I- I l— I- | I— I .—- | l l ........ I ....... . ....... .. ....... -........ ... ... [ T 0
PT3 ES70 SK EE CY BA UA TR HU LT PT AM EL PL LV RS GE HR C€CZ MK RO MT BG TN XK AL MD ME FRY1FRY3
Participations as Coordinator: M Bottom-Up (80%) Green Deal (20%)
Retained: B Bottom-Up (79%) B Green Deal (21%) e Success rate (%)

ES70 = Canary Islands (Outermost Region
Average success rate: 12% (Bottom-Up 12%, Green Deal FRY1 = Guraydeloupe ?Outermost Regionj

12%) FRY3 = French Guiana (Outermost Region)
PT3 = Madeira (Outermost Region)

Total number of eligible proposals: 805
Total number of retained: 97

Note: Only eligible projects are considered
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Hop-on Facility: WIDERA-2025-03-01

Type of action: Research and Innovation Action
Eligibility: Open to legal entities from Widening countries.
Eligible projects: RIA ongoing actions funded under Pillar IT and EIC Pathfinder which:
- do not have any widening partner as beneficiary, affiliated entity or associated partner
are within their first 12 months of their project life at the submission date
Are managed by the EC or an executive agency

Budget per proposal: 0.20 - 0.60 mio euro | Coordinator’s fee: 10% proposal
budget

Number of projects to be funded: 90 | Deadline: 4 September 2025

Consent of the consortium implementing the action is needed. This is a voluntary
scheme!

Extent of proposal: 8-page proposal submitted by the coordinator at F&T
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Hop-on Facility: Screenshot of list of eligible

projects

Dissecting Brain Pollutant Exposure and its Contribution to Neurodegeneration and Alzheimer’s disease: From Signatures to Prevention ...

EXPOSIGNALZ | ID: 101156353
Start date: 01 January 2025 |

Topic: HORIZON-HLTH-2024-ENVHLTH-02-06-two-stage | Programme part: HORIZON-HLTH-2024-ENVHLTH-02-06-two-stage

Receptor-Focused Interventions Against Orthoflavivirus Neuroinvasion and Entry
REFINE | ID: 101191791
Start date: 01 January 2025 |

Topic: HORIZON-HLTH-2024-DISEASE-08-20 | Programme part: HORIZON-HLTH-2024-DISEASE-08-20

Identification of novel viral entry factors and development of antiviral approaches

DEFENDER | ID: 101191666
Start date: 01 January 2025 |

Topic: HORIZON-HLTH-2024-DISEASE-08-20 | Programme part: HORIZON-HLTH-2024-DISEASE-08-20

PHOENIX: Precision Human Organs-on-chip for Enhanced Neuro-muscular and Cardiac Studies
PHOENIX | ID: 101156638
Start date: 01 January 2025 |

Topic: HORIZON-HLTH-2024-TOOL-05-06-two-stage | Programme part: HORIZON-HLTH-2024-TOOL-05-06-two-stage
NUPs://ECc.europd.eu/ InTto/tunaing-

tenders/fopportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/horizon/hop-on



https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/horizon/hop-on
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/horizon/hop-on

23/6/2025

ERA CHAIRS



ERA Chair : Aim & requirements i?/'

Scope: Under the outstanding leadership of an ERA Chair holder, foster brain circula
for researchers and innovators.

Create pockets of excellence in catching up countries and regions

Ensure excellence, visibility and integration into the EU Research Area
REQUIREMENTS

ERA Chair full time or part time

a letter signed by the prospective ERA Chair holder expressing his/her

commitment to the proposal and willingness to take on the underlying tasks and
obligations

a letter from the head of the coordinator institution committing to the proposal
and stating that the ERA Chair holder will receive adequate support

creation of a permanent and excellent research group

Appointment of a Leader of the group within the first 3 years of the project on @
permanent basis
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ERA Chair : HORIZON-WIDERA-2023-
TALENTS-01 @'

Type of action: Coordination and Support Action (non-research) s

Announced under the WP2026-2027

Budget per proposal: 1.5 - 2.5 mio euro

Integration of a research component: 10% of the total grant (it may change)

Eligibility criteria
Coordinator: Research-based institutions from Widening countries
Coordinator = Host organisation

ERA Chair: Of any nationality identified at proposal stage
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EIC Pre-Accelerator

Scope: Early-stage deep tech startups which 1) have high-impact innovation that could create new markets or
disrupt existing ones and 2) have the ambition and commitments to scale up.

Funding targeted at: Actions addressing the investor and market readiness towards commercialisation and
deployment; maturation and validation of the novel technology from TRL 4 to 6

Eligibility: mono-beneficiary projects with legal entities as SMEs established in the widening country.

Proposal template: CSA adapted to the EIC Transition evaluation criteria

Evaluation: single stage, EIC Transition open criteria (first step)

Form of support: Grant (CSA, 70% reimbursement) between 300-500 000 EUR as a lump-sum, for max 2 years

In addition: Free access to tailored EIC Business Acceleration Services to improve investor readiness; Fast Track
to the EIC Accelerator; SoE to be awarded, accompanied by free access to BAS.

23/6/2025



EIC Pre-Accelerator

Scope: Early-stage deep tech startups which 1) have high-impact innovation that could create new markets or
disrupt existing ones and 2) have the ambition and commitments to scale up.

Funding targeted at: Actions addressing the investor and market readiness towards commercialisation and
deployment; maturation and validation of the novel technology from TRL 4 to 6

Eligibility: mono-beneficiary projects with legal entities as SMEs established in the widening country.

Proposal template: CSA adapted to the EIC Transition evaluation criteria
Evaluation: single stage, EIC Transition open criteria (first step)

Form of support: Grant (CSA, 70% reimbursement) between 300-500 000 EUR as a lump-sum, for max 2 years

In addition: Free access to tailored EIC Business Acceleration Services to improve investor readiness; Fast Track
to the EIC Accelerator; SoE to be awarded, accompanied by free access to BAS.

Criteria: Excellence (4/5) | Impact (4/5) | Quality & Efficiency of Implementation:3/5

Call deadline: 18 November 2025 | 40 Projects to be funded
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More information

Work Programme 2025: hifps://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-

tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2025/wp-11-widening-

participation-and-strengthening-the-european-research-area _horizon-2025 en.pdf

M 4

https://horizoneurope.gr/events/horizon-

o A europe-widera-info-day-2025/
s _ n &

Horizon Europe — WIDERA Info Day 2025

H Evpwraikn Emtporn dlopyavwyvel dladiktuakn nuepida evnuepwaong yia to npoypappa WIDERA otig 20 Maiou 2025. H
ekbnAwon Ba mapouaotdcel To Mpoypappa Epyaciag 2025 kat Ti¢ SLabeCIPES TIPOKNPVEELS.

Ol cuppeTEXOVTEG Ba EVNUEPWOOULY YyLa TO VEOD Tipoypappa epyaciac WIDERA 2025 kal Ti¢ SLaBeaLpES TIPOKNPVEELS, EVW

Ba exouv Tn duvatoTNTa va BECOLY EPWTNCELS HEOW TNG MAATYOpUag Slido, xpnotpomolwvTag Tov Kwdiko #WIDERA

MNepLocoTeEPES MANPOYOPLEG GTNV LOTOCEALDA TNG EKONAWGONG EdW.
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2025/wp-11-widening-participation-and-strengthening-the-european-research-area_horizon-2025_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2025/wp-11-widening-participation-and-strengthening-the-european-research-area_horizon-2025_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2025/wp-11-widening-participation-and-strengthening-the-european-research-area_horizon-2025_en.pdf

NCP_
WIDERA.NET

The Network of National Contact Points for Widening
Parficipation and Strengthening the European Research
Area (WIDERA) under Horizon Europe Programme

NCP_WIDERA.NET is funded by Horizon Europe, the Union Research and Innovation
Programme for R&I, Grant agreement 101055286




Available services

®
, NCP Home About | Pre-screening portal Travel grants [l Study visits Publications Newsletter Contact
N -

. . WIDERA.NET .
- ©)

oS8 Karolinsk
Crowdhelix 7Y Instiutet”

Mo 18

HEALTH

June 17-18, 2025 at 1pm CEST


https://www.ncpwideranet.eu/

Pre-screening services

NCP. Home About Pre-screening portal Travel grants Study visits Publications Newsletter Contact

A @ ®
6,9,

Register

WIDERAEXPERTS.EU portal has been launched

https://www.ncpwideranet.eu/wideraexperts/



https://www.ncpwideranet.eu/wideraexperts/

Publications

NCR.
WIDERA.NET

PI‘OpOsal https://www.ncpwideranet.eu/wp-
content/uploads/2023/08/ProposalPre-

pre'screening gUide screeeningGuide july2023.pdf



https://www.ncpwideranet.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/ProposalPre-screeeningGuide_july2023.pdf
https://www.ncpwideranet.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/ProposalPre-screeeningGuide_july2023.pdf
https://www.ncpwideranet.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/ProposalPre-screeeningGuide_july2023.pdf

Support for Dissemination & Exploitation of
Key Exploitable results from WIDENING Actions
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WiderAdvance Facility
QAL Faciieyvene

Turn your resul’rs /\

into real-world
iImpact

click "Apply” and ,t,ﬁke the first step today
P,

mm) Apply: https://www.wideradvance.eu/
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https://www.wideradvance.eu/

WiderAdvance Facility

v' Services at organisations implementing WIDERA projects
» Researchers

= Research - support staff

v Dissemination & Exploitation Academy
(workshop and expert coaching on tools and methodologies for D&E)
» Researchers

= Research - support staff

v Support with intangible assets

« IP Strategy & Commercialisation

« IP Commercialisation & negotiation

» Preparation to match with third parties

« Support with standardisation
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